














CHAPTER 1: UNEASE 
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ALRIGHT! 
ESCAPE WAS A 
SUCCESS AS 


KATAGIRI 
TADAKATSU 
ELIMINATED. 
ONLY THREE 
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WE CAN ONLY 
WAIT TO STRIKE 
BACK WHEN THEY 

ATTACK. 


NUMBERS 

TO 
LET’s SLEEP SURROUND 
IN SHIFTS - THEM ANY- 





EVERYTHING 
HAS BEEN 
LEFT IN HER 
CARE, $O IT 
COULD MEAN A 
SECOND GROUP 
OF ASSASSINS 
WILL NOT COME 
FOR SOME 


BUT LOOKING 
AT IT ANOTHER 
WAY...BECALISE 
SHE IS AN 
ASSASSIN WORTHY 
OF THE SHOGUN- 
ATE’S TRUST, 





AZUMI IS 
INDEED A 
FRIGHTFUL 
ASSASSIN... 
A POWERFUL 
FOE... 


A SIMPLE 4 
DISGUISE BUT TO j : NATURALLY, ALL 


DEAL WITH - Say (OF US, IN OUR 
OWN WAY, 
WILL BE 
TARGETED 
BY ANOTHER 
GROUP OF 
KILLERS. 


IT SHOULD = GENTLEMEN [ 
NOT BE TOO } \ ARE SHINOBI 
DIFFICULT. 4 


BUT IF WE WERE TO 
DISBAND NOW AND 
GO OUR SEPARATE 

WAYS... 


IN THE EVENT AND | HAD THE 
AZUMI WERE TO TWC OF YOU 
RUNNING ABOUT 
KILL YOU 
THERE VILLAGE TO 
a VILLAGE TO 
ALERT OUR 
FALLEN 
COMRADES’ 
ALLIES... 





NOTHING 


“f§ NEVER RISE 


Sima ATT 


ae 


FAN PH 
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CONSEQUENTLY, 
IT IS IMPERATIVE 
THAT WE KILL 
AZUMI IN THIS 
LAND RIGHT NOW! 


GOES 
WITHOUT 
SAYING. 




















AS WE EXPECTED, 
THERE'S NO 
ATTACK FROM 
THEM FORTH- 
COMING. THEYRE 
WAITING FOR 


DO NOW, 
AZUMI? 














HE 
WISHES TO 
SPEAK WITH 
AZUMIE 
































AND HE DID NOT 
REQUEST THAT | 
GUARD HIM. 





AZUMI...YOU ARE NOT 


tu) SOMEONE INTERESTED 





IN PARTICIPATING IN 
DUELS TO RAISE YOUR 
SKILL LEVEL...NOR TO 
BUILD A REPUTATION. 


| ALSO HAVE 
NO INTENTION 
TO CROSS 
SWORDS WITH 
AN ENEMY, 
PROVIDED 
THAT DATE MA- 


SAMUNE’S LIFE, 
THE LIFE 
OF MY 














































SAID THAT HE WISHED 








TO HIRE ME, NOT ONLY Date 

AS A SWORD INSTRUCTOR, MMASAMUNE- 

BUT ALSO AS A EZ SAMA, ONE 

a STRATEGIST! Z OF THE FEW 

‘iin ) MILITARY 
COMMANDERS 

' ce | CAN TRULY 

TY i # \ RESPECT... 








TRILY 
WORTHWHILE 
ROAD OF 
MY LIFE 
HAS BEEN LAID 
OUT BEFORE 


BUT THAT ROAD 
COULD BE SEVERED 
BY YOU, AZUMI. 





| DON’T 

KNOW 
WHAT HAS 
MADE YOU 
RISK YOUR 
LIFE FOR 

THIS , 
MISSION, <= 


I... WILL RISK MINE 
TO PROCEED TO- 
WARDS AND CLIMB 
WITH PRIDE TO 
THE NEW HEIGHT 














YOU STAND ON THE PATH | 
MUST PROCEED ON. TO ME, 
YOU HAVE BECOME AN OPPO- 





NENT | MUST PLIT MY LIFE pee 
ON THE LINE TO zit 
BATTLE! mit 


























MUSASHI-SAMA, 
STOOD IN FRONT OF 
DATE MASAMLNE- 
SAMA...WHETHER: 
WILLING OR NOT, | 
WOULD HAVE TO 
FACE YOU, RIGHT...? 
WE WILL FIGHT WHEN 
THAT MOMENT 
comes!! 















































THE FIGHT BETWEEN 
YOU AND ME SHOULD 
BE A HOLY MATCH TO 
TEST EACH OTHER'S 
SWORD SKILLS THAT 
WE DEVELOPED RISKING 
OUR LIVES TO THE 


| WANT TO 
SEE YOUR 
TRUE TALENT 
WITH THAT 
SWORD! 


IT MUST BE 
A MATCH 
WHERE WE 

] AGREE ON A 
SPECIFIC 
PLACE AND 





BEFORE YOU 
COME FOR 
MASAMUNE- 
SAMA’S LIFE, 
Topay! 
AT FOUR 
AND A 
HALF..." 


AS FOR THE 
PLACE, SHIDZUKI- 
GAHARA, IT'S 
PATH | TOOK 
TO COME HERE! 
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COME OF THATI? 
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HELPED, BUT...FIGHTING HIM IN A 
MATCH THAT DOESN’T CONCERN 
OUR MISSION...WHAT GOOD WILL 





EVEN IF HE HAD PUT HIMSELF 
BETWEEN US WHEN WE WERE 
AIMING AT OUR TARGET, | WAS 
THINKING THAT THE TWO OF US 
COULD HANDLE IT WHILE 


BUT IF THIS IS KEEPING CLEAR OF HIM! 


A ONE AGAINST 


1 GET IT! IM 
SUPPOSED TO 
HIDE AND THEN 

ATTACK HIM 


YOU HAVE THE 
CONFIDENCE TO STAND 
EQUAL AGAINST 
MIYAMOTO MUSASHI'S 
RENOWNED SWORD AND 
EVEN WIN AGAINST HIM, 





THREE REMAINING 
TARGETS ARE 
ELIMINATED! 


BUT IF | LOSE AND END UP 
SLAIN, THEN I'LL BE FLL GIVE ALL | 
UNABLE TO CARRY OUT HAVE TO WIN THE 
THE MISSION WE'VE [’ MATCH WITH 


BEEN GIVEN. MUSASHI-DONO. 
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ALL OVER THE 
COUNTRY. 


1AM A MAN WHO 
ANSWERS FIDELITY 4 
LAM SHOWN HTH <=} | HAVE NEVER 
EQUAL FIDELITY IN 3 TAKEN A REQUEST 
TEN! TO KILL SOMEONE, 
NOR SHALL | EVER! 


I LIVE HOLDING 
MY PRIDE 
IN HERE! 





I'M SURE 1 
CAN EVEN: 
IMAGINE THE 
METHODS AND 
WAYS | WOULD 
BE KILLED BY. 


| COULD DIE...CUT 
DOWN BY MUSASHI- 


BEING STUCK 
IN ANY- 
THING. 














‘\ ITS A TRULY 

SORRY PLACE TO 
FIGHT ONE AS 
AZUMI. 


Ut AK 
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HOW WILL SHE 
COME AT MEF 


SHE COULD USE 
THEM AT THE 
SAME TIME. 


| MUST SEE 
THROUGH 





HOWEVER... WE HAVE I's TRUE 
70 6O ON WITH : FHA THiS, 
THE BELIEF YOU FHT IS 

WILL WINE 


YOU SAID THAT 
THE PRIESTS 


LETS CALL 


THOSE TWO 
HERE. WHO KNOW THE WE WILL ASSUME 


FACE OF THE YOU RETURN AFTER 
REAL MASAMUNE z YOU DEFEAT 


ARE D6ZAN AND MUSASHI. 
SUGEN, RIGHT? 





THAT‘S DANGEROUS. 
IF YOU WERE 


ATTACKED ON THE 
WAY, YOU COULD 
NOT DEFEND 
YOURSELF. 








HYGSUKE- 
DONO...STEP 
BACK A BIT. 








WE HAVE DECIDED TO 
CEASE SEEKING 
REVENGE ON THE ONE 
WHO KILLED OUR 


MISSION BY 
VIRTUE OF 
ANOTHER’S 


WE HAVE COME 
TO THE CONCLUSION 
RESENTING YOU IS 
ILLOGICAL. 














MOPED 
NOVICES, FAR TOO 

UNSKILLED TO 
ellen 

eee eee 


a 
mn 


es 


k&S 
savers 





P| WE THOUGHT WE 


X HAD TO AT 





HOW DID YOU 


fay BECOME SO 
: { STRONGI? 


WHAT KIND OF 
TRAINING DID 

YOUR MASTER 
GIVE YOUL? 








IN THE DEPTHS 
OF THE MOLIN- 
TAINS, IN A 
PLACE CALLED 
OKUDANI... 


INSECTS AND 
WILD BEASTS. 


THE TEN OF 
US GREW 


WITH A 
TEACHER WE 
ONLY KNEW 
AS GRAVPA. 





BUT WE 
NEVER SAW 
GRAMPA WOULD 
IT WITH OUR f- TELL US THE 
WORLD WAS 


VAST AND 
FULL OF 
OTHER 


WE NEVER 
SET FOOT 
OUTSIDE THE 
MOUNTAINS 
UNTIL OUR 
TRAINING 
WAS DONE. 





WE NEVER 
THOUGHT OF 
IT AS 
TRAINING! 


NS 








BECAUSE WHEN WE GOT 
GOOD AT IT, GRAMPA 
WOULD ALWAYS GIVE US 





I'D EVEN TEAR THROLIGH 
THE RIVER, STARK NAKED 
JUST LIKE THE OTHERS! 





I THINK EVERYTHING 
HE DID WAS TRAINING 






































SOMETHING AS 
CRAVEN AS A 


YOU IDIOT! 


SNEAK ATTACK OUST WHAT 
RIGHT HERE!? HAVE YOU 





M-MY STOMACH WAS... 
PIERCED...| CAN’T...BE 
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IT COULDN'T BE HELPED! IT’S 
SOMETHING THAT HAPPENED 
WHEN YOU WERE DEFENDING 
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we SS eVave 








a Ww 























TO KEEP 
FROM 
RETURNING 
TO TIMES 
OF WAR 
AT ALL 
cosTs! 


| UNDERSTAND 
THE MEANING 
BEHIND THE 
"PRUNING" TEN- 
CANA EPO. 
oe 70 STOP RE 
VOLTS BEFORE 
THEY HAPPEN, 


THERE ARE 
PEOPLE JUST 


MISSIONS LIKE 
THIS TO THEM! 
THEYRE THE 
ONES WHO 
SHOULD BE 

ASSASSINS! 


\ 
AS SKILLED WHO 


THOSE WHO 
peed 
MISSIONS LIKE 
THIS... THEY : 
BE pbdiy ee 
you, AZUMI! THEY 
CAN'T HOLD GRIEF 
IN THEIR HEARTS 
ioe Ose TY 











Way musT YOU 
RISK YOUR 
LIFE AND 

SUFFER SO!? 


RR 
~ 


AI 
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YOUR SWORD SKILLS 
TO BE AN ARE MAGNIFICENT! 
ASSASSINS YOU'RE $0 STRONG! 





IT6 ALL 
IN THEIR: 


SZ 


THINK ON 
THIS NOW! 


ky 
In 


IN A WORLD 
WITHOUT 
CONFLICT, 





KNOWING 


YOU 
CONTINUE 
TO FIGHT 
AND TO 
GRIEVE! 


ASSASEIN 
WHO ENJOY ns ey ee yous. 
TAKING Lives & 
DOTHE JOB & ws SUPT FOR 
YOU SUFFER 

FOR! 


OVER! 


YOU RISK 
YOUR LIFE 
OVER AND 


WHY, AZUMI! 
WHY MUST S 
YOU 








TO LIVE ON THE RUN 
FOR A BIT, AND BE 
IN HIDING... 





1 CAN FIND A 
JOB THAT 


GIVES ME 
ENOUGH TO EAT! 


TO BE A SCULPTOR 
LIKE HIDARI 
JINGORO! 








1 CAN DO 
ANYTHING! 


| HAVE 
TALENTS TO 












| WONDER 
WHAT KIND 
OF WORK | 
COULD BE 
HIRED FOR... 








SEEING THE WORLD... 
| COULDN'T THOUGHT ABOUT THAT 
FIND ONE. MANY TIMES, BUT... 


‘ ; A WOMAN 
THAT'S WHAT E NTO 
ate RELATIVES 
UNTIL NOW. ) r OS ANE 
; SOCIAL 
STATUS 


BECOME A 
PROSTITUTE. 
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BUT AFTER WE 
QUIT THIS 
MISSION AND 
WE FIND A 


LL GIVE MY ALL 
TO PROTECT YOU! 





IT WILL BE 
THE FIRST 
TIME I'VE 


A PRODIGIOUS 
WARRIOR WHO 
HAS PUT ALL 

THEY HAVE INTO 
THE SWORD! 


THE 
APPOINTED 
TIME IS 


WHEN WE FIGHT, 
| WILL NOT VIEW 
AZUMI AS A 














CHAPTER 4: DESTINY 
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LET'S AVOID © 


THE MAIN 
ROAD FOR 
NOW. 


| LEFT 
MY MANTLE 
BACK 
THERE! 


YOU STAND 
OUT WITH 
THAT KATANA, 
AZUMI. 













NOW THAT | 
THINK ON IT, YOU 
DIDN'T HAVE ANY 
BREAKFAST..ARE 
YOU HUNGRY? 







| CAN SEE AN OKAY! 
4 EATING HOUSE 
OVER THERE! 


DON’T WORRY, | 
HAVE ENOUGH ON ME 
FOR IT! WAIT HERE 
FOR Me! 





IT SHOULD BE THE 

APPOINTED TIME... 

BUT AZUMI ISN'T 
HERE YET... 


SHE COULD BE 

LIKE ME...HIDING 
IN THE TREES... 

ASSESSING THE 
SITUATION FROM 















LeT’s EAT 
AT A PLACE 
WITH A GOOD 


I'M SUCH AN 
IDIOT...TO NOT 
CARRY ANY 
MONEY WITH 


| HAVE ENOUGH 
TO SPEND PLENTY 

OF NIGHTS AT 

INNS WE FIND! 








COULDN'T 
LIVE A LIFE 
LIKE THAT! 


SO WE CAN 
MAKE A 
LIVING... 


THAT'S WHY 
OBTAINING 

A JOB WILL 

BE My ROLE! 


| DOUBT 
THERE'S A 

JOB OUT 
THERE THAT 
SUITS ME! 





| COULD NEVER LIVE 
BEING CARED FOR BY 


YOU WITHOUT DOING 
ANYTHING MYSELF! 
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PEOPLE SHOULD 


LIVE SUCH A 


TO GO ON LIVING, 
WE HAVE TO EARN 


THAT'S HOW | 
WAS TAUGHT 
AND IT’S WHAT 
| BELIEVE. 


THERE’S A LIFE FOR 
A WOMAN! BEING A 


WIFE AND A MOTHER! 


WORKING... 





| WANT TO WORK 
HARD WITH ALL | 
HAVE! | WANT TO 


’ \ 
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THANK YOU, 
HYOSUKE-DONO.. 
YOUR FEELINGS 
MAKE ME SO 


BUT | CAN NEVER 

LIVE A LIFE, ONLY 

BEING CARED FOR, 
ast ii NEVER CONTRIBUTING 


THATI? 


WIN 
ANS 


irae WERE YOU TAUGHT 
it YOU CAN'T GO ON 
MISSION OR. LIVING UNLESS YOU! 9 


SOMETHING LIKE 





VM NOT 
WORTHY 
OF THEM 


IF YOU DO, 
THEN | 
CAN'T HELP 
BUT PITY 


EVERYONE CAN WHEN PEOPLE 
GO ON LIVING THINK THEY 
LIKE THAT! ENO- |) WANT TO GO ON 
LIVING, 


DRILLED THOSE 
THINGS INTO YOUR 
HEAD TO MAKE YOU 

INTO AN 
ASSASSIN, 
AZUMIE 





I'M DEEPLY 
GRATEFUL TO 





BECAUSE 
OF THAT, 
SHE'S A 
PROSTI- 
TUTE IN 


LIkE ME, SHE 
HAD NO 
PARENTS, NOE 
ANY SOCIAL 
STANDING. 


WOMEN... 
THEIR PRIDE 
TO SURVIVE. 


| MADE A 
FRIEND 
NAMED 

YAE-CHAN. 


PROSTITUTES 
ARE... 
PITIFUL. 





WHOSE PRIDE | 
1S CRUSHED 
WITHOUT 


vi 
BAA 


WOMEN 
POWERLESS 

IN THE 

I=] FACE OF 


IOLENCE. 


SKRS 


| COULD GO ON LIVING 
WITHOUT HAVING MY 
PRIDE TRAMPLED ON 
LIKE THEM THANKS TO 
THE BUJUTSU GRAMPA 
MADE ME ETCH INTO 


Now I'M TRULY 
GRATEFUL TO HIM! 





I LIVE 
HARBORING 
GREAT PRIDE 
RIGHT HERE! 


WITH MIYA- 
MOTO Mu- 





SOmeE- 
THING 
TRULY 

UNFOR- 

GIVABLE. 


BWAHAHAH 
HAHAHAHAHA! 


I'VE DONE 
SOMETHING 
INEXCUSABLE 

TO Mus- 





Is SHE 
LATE ON 
PURPOSE? 
A STRATEGY 
TO RATTLE 
Me? 


| DIDN'T 
THINK SHE'D 
USE SUCH A 

METHOD! 


IS SHE HIDDEN 
SOMEWHERE, 
OBSERVING ME? 








TO KEEP THE 
PEACE OF THE To STOP | SPENT 
Y WORLD...IS YOU ALL! A wars! \ THE 
” 


PART OF 
MY LIFE 


RAISING 
mes “WARRIORS 





NO MATTER 
HOW STRONG 
YOU ARE, 


AND CRUELY, TO 
LEAVE YOU 
WRITHING IN 
PAIN BEFORE 
THE END! 


I'M GONNA 
BE THE 
BEST AT IT! 


SOMEONE WILL 
TAKE REVENGE 
ON YOU ONE 
DAY, OR KILL 
YOU FROM THE 
SHADOWS! 





IT IF YOU MET SUCH 
A FATE, AZUMI! 


WATCHING 
ME EVEN 
NOW... 


THE ONES WHO DIED My COMRADES WHO 
WITHOUT ACHIEVING THEIR DIED WISHING TO 
DREAMS AND WISHES... CARRY OUT THEIR 
THEY'RE WATCHING ME GREAT MISSIONS. 
TOGETHER WITH 
GRAMPA... 





THAT THEY WISH FOR ME 
TO CARRY OUT THESE 
VITAL MISSIONS. 


WILL YOU GO ON 
LIVING FOR THE 
SAKE OF YOUR 

DEAD COMRADES!? 


| SAW SO MUCH... 
UNREASONABLE 
VIOLENCE... 


WAR IS THE 
WORST THING 
OF ALL... 





IF SOMEONE 
MUST DO THAT... 


7 THE WAY 


OF LIVING, 
THE 
LIVES, 


IF WE FELL 
BACK TO TIMES 
OF TURMOIL, 
THOSE CRUEL 
WARS WILL 
COME AGAIN. 


IF SOMEONE 
CAN CONTINUE TO 
CARRY OUT THE 
‘PRUNING’ TO 
STOP THESE 
WARS BEFORE 
THEY START 





| THINK 
THAT IT 


THE ONE 
GRAMPA, WHO \/fE 
WISHED FOR 
SUCH THINGS 
THE MOST, 


SPENT THE 

LAST PARTS 

OF HIS LIFE 
RAISING. 















AND IT’S 
WHY I LIVE 





IT’S..WHY 
| WAS 
RAISED. 


THERE ARE 
MANY ASSASSINS 
OUT THERE WHO 
DON'T GRIEVE 
AT TAKING LIFE! 





DID SOOTHE 


MY PAIN. 
YOU MADE 
ME SO 
HAPPY. 


| COULDN'T 

DO THAT TO 

TOBIZARU, 
EITHER. 


Bur...1 HAVE 
TO GO BACK. 





aegis, 


IT'D SCARCELY 
BE IMAGINABLE 
FOR AZUMI TO... 








HOW DO YOU FEEL 
ABOUT REMAINING 
HERE AND NOT 
RETURNING TO 
THE TEMPLE? 


IS THAT 
{ ALRIGHT) We'LL BuRy 


FOR THE BODY 
YOU? J}. IN THE 


TEMPLE. 


IF YOU HAVE 
ELECTED NOT 
TO FIGHT AZUMI 
AND THE 
OTHERS, 
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CHAPTER 3: 
SORROW 


WAS HER 
SHIDZU- STAND ME 
Ee ME DS 
SAHARA Lp A 


7 


IMPOSSIBLE! AZUMI 


RESORT TO SUCH 
COWARDLY TRICKS! 

































YOU AND | ARE NOT HER 
TARGETS. AZUMI IS AIMING AT 
THE LORD, UDA-DONO AND 
SATIKAWA-DONO... 


WITH THAT 
DEVILISH 
SPEED OF 

HERS! 






THE FIRST AND 


MY LIEGE. 





SHE'S HARD q 
TO DEFEAT. * j] iy 
Ke 
VA 


, ai 
AN. 


| WISH TO 
DIRECT ALL 
MY ENERGY 
INTO KILLING 
AZUMIL 


HMPH...| DON’T THINK YOL 
ARE AN IMPOSTER ASSUMING 
MUSASHI-DONO’S NAME ANYMORE. 
YOU ARE WITHOUT A DOUBT THE 
RENOWED MIYAMOTO 








CALL THEM SHINO! 
THEY DIED CHIEFTAINS... AM 
TO AZUMI'S SUCH A MAN AS WELL. 

1AM ONE OF THEM, 





HIS LIFE 
MUST COME 
YOU MUST 
TAKE ON MY 
ROLE AND 
ESCORT OUR. 
LORD BACK TO 
SENDAI, EVEN 
AT COST OF 


YOUR OWN LIFE! 








YOU STOOD UP 
MUSASHI AT 


| ENDED UP KILLING 
SOMEONE | TRULY 
DID NOT WANT TO. 








THREE TARGETS 
LEFT, BUT 


THERE'S ALSO 
MUSASHI..AND 
THE BASTARD 


MY FOREHEAD! 








AND WE NEED TO 
||| TAKE THE TWO MONKS 
FOR NOW..LET ME TOO WHO KNOW DATE’S 


FINISH OFF THE 
SHINOBI TARGETS. 
THEN WE'LL 


WITHDRAW. 























APPRAISE THE SITUATION. 
SEE IF ALL THREE OF THEM 
ARE THERE AND THEN 
QUICKLY REPORT BACK 
To us! 





MY LORD! OUR 
CHANCE IS NOW! 


AZUMI WILL DIE THIS 
TIME! AFTER IT’S DONE 
WELL COME AND MEET 

YOU! 














EYRE GOING 


HESITATING! 

















SAJTIKAWA BUNDAI! 
LET'S CONTINUE WHA’ 
STARTED! WE 
HAVE A SCORE TO 
SETTLE! 











UNLESS YOU 
STAND IN MY 
WAY, | HAVE 


AZUMI! tim sarisey $ 
PREPARE TO THE HATRED OF 
TASTE REVENGE 5, oft¥ NOBLE, 























THE 4 
CUTTING YOUR ARMS OR 
LEGS, ILL HAVE YOUR LIVES!! 





ANP WHERE 
IS MUSASHI- 
, DONO...? 
BUT..ALL THE 
TARGETS ARE 
HERE! EVEN 
MASAMLNE! 
LETS SETTLE 
IT ALL HERE 
ANP NOW! 





CHAPTER 6: 
THE RUINED 
_ ONE 





AND WHATEVER 4 SURPRISE 
MOVE YOU USE, ATTACKS FROM 
I'LL SEE THROUGH THE SHADOWS 
IT INSTANTLY! é Py \ ARE A SHINOBI'S 
SPECIALTY, BUT 
IN THE LIGHT OF 
DAY YOU DON’T 
HAVE A 
PRAYER! 





AREN'T YOU 
A SHINOBI 





‘AGAINST 
THOSE WHO 


OUR ARDENT 
WISH TO 
RISE IN OUR 
REBELLION? 





YOU CAN'T 
UNDERSTAND 
THE FEELINGS 


YOU'RE SO 
YOUNG...1 WANT 
TO SAY THAT | 
RESPECT THE 


ALL YOU DO 2 y SWORD SKILLS, 
IS AS YOU'RE “ F (" 3% SIMILAR TO A 
= RAGING GOD, 
THAT YOUVE 
} ACQUIRED, 


URIGHT FROM 
WRONG! 





q 
OUR HATRED! \ i 
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~/ q ILL SAVE 
py You FOR \\ 
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YOU WON'T BE ABLE 
TO REACH YOUR 
COMRADE’ SIDE, 
LET ALONE GET 

TO DATE 
MASAMLNE- 
4 SsAMAl 
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PAINFUL... 
$0 LL 
FINISH- 





TO THINK 


YOURE... 
SUCH A... 
BEAUTIFUL 

















= 

Ey 
an 
Ure 


TO DIE 


y 


HANG IN 


THERE, 
TOBIZARU!! 


TOBIZARU, 
STAY WITH 








HE MISSED HIS 
VITALS BUT THE 
BLEEDING IS 
SERIOUS. WE 
MUST STOP THE 
BLOOD QUICKLY, 


okeyae | SAW IT...WHEN 


YOU DID YOUR SWORD 
WAS SENT FLYING, 


OYA 


aw 





YY) 


THEREFORE, YOU 

SHOULD HAVE NO 

MORE BUSINESS 
HERE...HURRY UP AND 














YOU HAVE IT 
WRONG!! I'MA ANI 
IMPOSTOR!! 
MASAMLUNE- 
SAMA ISN’T IN 
THIS TEMPLE 
ANYMORE! ! 











IT WOULD’VE BEEN 
BETTER IF WE 


COULD'VE 
BORROWED A 
ROOM IN THIS 


TEMPLE, 
BUT...BECAUSE IT 


























| WILL ESCORT 
YOU SAFELY TO 
SENDAI WITHOUT 
FAIL!! 














SAYS HE IS AN p A2t 


ENVOY FROM 








THIS IS A 
MESSAGE 
FROM 
MASAMUNE- 
SAMA. 





BECAUSE HE WILL BE 


WAITING HERE, HE 
WISHES AZUMI-DONO TO 
COME ALONE. 





ABSOLUTELY... 
ALONE. 





MASAMUNE HAS 
MUSASHI BY HIS. 
SIDE! 


FIGHTS 
EXCEPTS 
THOSE 
INVOLVED 


WITH THIS, 
ILL SETTLE 
THINGS WITH 








THE MONK 
OUTSIDE 
WILL NOT 
COME IN 

UNTIL 

THINGS ARE 

SETTLED 
TOO. 





ALONE 
WITH 





AZUMI, YOU CAN 
ENTER WITH YOUR 
KATANA, | DO NOT 


LSeceey 
sanitaire 


IF | DID 
THAT, | 
WOULD NOT 
BE A MATCH 
FOR YOU... 


LOOKING 
IN YOUR 


DO YOU THINK THAT 
| WOULD HIDE A 
KATANA IN THE 

WATER AND TRY A 

SURPRISE ATTACK? 





DIDN’T YOU 
COME TO 
KILL ME, 
AZUMI? 


ARE YOU 
THINKING TO 
TAKE EVEN 
My LIFE!? 


WE HAVE BEEN 
COMPLETELY 
DEFEATED 
BY YOU, AZUMI. 


HAVE CUT DOWN 
ALL MY 
COMRADES... 
| CANNOT RISE 
TO ACTION 
ANYMORE. 


IT'S CERTAIN 
WE CAN NOT 
RISE TO 
ACTION ANY- 
MORE. 








My FATE, AND 
THAT OF THE 
600.000 KOKU 
FOR THE 
DATES ARE 
SEALED. .a@ 


HE WAS sO WHAT 
DETERMINED | DID WAS 
TO ESCORT ME INEXCUSABLE.. 
TO SENDAI, TO MUSASHI, 

WHO | SWORE 
TO HIRE AS A 
STRATEGIST. 


AT YOUR 
FACE AND 
TALK TO 





| WANTED 
TO 


AND | WAS 


DISCOVERED Va 


BY THE 
SHOGUNATE 
TOO... 





1S YOU... 
AZuUMIt! 


BUT WHO 
WILL SEIZE 
MY LIFE, 
DATE MAsa- 
MUNE’S LIFE 
AT AGE 52, 


YOU SHOULD 
AT LEAST... 
UNDERSTAND 
MY RESIGNA- 
TION... 


| HAVE 
SURVIVED 
THROUGH... 
TROUBLED 

TIMES... 


| WANT TO 
TALK TO YOU 
AT LEISURE 
WHILE 
ENJOYING THIS 
HOT SPRING. 





(OU SHOULD 
4 WANT TO 
WASH OFF 
THOSE 
SPOTS OF 


HOT WATER 
I$ GOOD FOR 
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